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Rubai
 ‘Rubai’ is a four line stanza that takes for its first, second and fourth 

line a common rhyme.

 Third line does not or need not have a rhyme.

 It is independent and complete in itself.

 Any idea can be composed in it.

 But it was originated in Persia.

 It is a popular form of expression in Arabic , Persian and Urdu 

languages.

 Rubai was introduced to England and English language when Edward 

FitzGerald a minor poet of 19th century translated the Rubaiyat of 

Omar Khayyam into English in 1859.

 Since then it has become a popular form of English language too.    



Sonnet
 ‘Sonnet’ a  poem of fourteen lines. 

 It is Italian in origin.

 Italian sonnet is composed of two parts; the octave is a stanza of eight 

lines and the sestet is a stanza of six lines.

 Italian theoreticians were keen to stress the logical basis of the form;

 The first quatrain (four lines of  the octave)states a proposition;

 The second quatrain proves the idea presented in the first ;

 The first  tercet (three lines of sestet) confirms it;

 And the second draws the conclusion.

 Sonnet was introduced in England in the first half of sixteen century  

by Sir Thomas Wyatt(1503-1542) and  Henry Howard(1517-

1547).Sonnet was extremely popular in Elizabethan age.



The Epic

 The ‘Epic’ is a long poem  written in twelve volumes(books);

 It may be the exploits of a person from history or legend;

 It starts with Invocation and victory of virtues over vices  are shown in 

it;

 The supernatural and magical element is always prominent in it;

 The epic is always written in sublime and exalted language as to befit 

the words and deeds of  gods and heroes.

 The first ever  Epics written in 800 B.C. by Homer in Greek language.

 The ‘Iliad’ and ‘Odyssey’ are the first epics in any language.



Ballad
 The ‘Ballad’ is a folk song set to music;

 The only genre that is native to England;

 A love story is told in it in the form of questions and 

answers;

 It starts all of sudden without any introduction;

 Stanza after stanza is repeated in it;

 It is full of horror and mystery;

 Other devices used are quaint and archaic words and 

spellings.  
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